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Madagascar 
Discovery
Narrator: Biologist Mireya Mayor is in Madagascar. She 
and her team are looking for a specific type of  
mouse lemur. 

Mireya Mayor: What’s going on now is that the team 
has cleared this area by pulling all the trees from the 
mouse lemur’s surroundings so that it can’t jump to them.

Narrator: This is it. It may be the smallest primate in 
the world. It’s a new species of primate only found in 
Madagascar. Scientists haven’t identified it yet.

Mireya Mayor: Whew, yeah! We got it. Hey, hey. It’s 
so cute. Huge eyes—they are incredibly alert and wide 
right now.

Narrator: Biologists don’t have a lot of information 
about mouse lemurs, but they do know a few things. For 
example, they are the smallest primates in the world. At 
night, they eat fruit and insects, and find water on leaves 
and branches. 

They are classified as primates for a few reasons. They 
have 10 fingers and 10 toes—with nails, not claws. They 
also have opposable thumbs, like humans. Their eyes 
face forward, not sideways. They also have large brains. 
These are all features of primates. 

The scientists take photos of their new lemur and do 
some tests before they release it. 

Mireya Mayor: It’s really difficult to take blood from an 
animal this small just because its veins are so tiny, but we 
were able to get enough out to get DNA to confirm the 
uniqueness of the species.

And there she is. She’s free!

World Music
Narrator: Hundreds of people from around the  
world are arriving in the English countryside. They are 
coming for a music festival called WOMAD. Womad 
means “world of music, arts, and dance.” The artists 
come to Womad to perform traditional music and dance 
from their cultures in a celebration of world music. One 
fan of world music is singer and songwriter Peter Gabriel. 
He co-founded Womad in 1982. 

Peter Gabriel: I had a very personal, practical 
attraction to what is now “world music.” And I would hear 
all these fantastic things from all over the world, and there 
were these really stunning voices doing much better than 
I ever could have. So that was really inspiring for me. 
What I love to see when I go to Womad now is so many 

people being open-minded and listening to music from  
all over the world.

Narrator: Spaccanapoli, an eight-piece band, is  
coming from Naples, Italy, to perform at Womad. The  
head of the group, Marcello Collasurdo, sings and plays  
the tambourine.

Marcello Collasurdo: Spaccanapoli! Ciao!

Narrator: He is getting the group ready for its first 
performance at WOMAD.

Marcello Collasurdo (translated): My name is 
Marcello Collasurdo, and I am from Naples. My father 
taught me to love the tambourine when I was just a  
young boy.

Narrator: The band’s music is a combination of folk  
rock and the music from two traditional Italian dances,  
the tarantella and tamurriata. 

Marcello Collasurdo (translated): Tamurriata 
music is like rap. It’s a mountain rap, a country rap— 
it’s part of our culture. 

Narrator: Marcello gets the inspiration for his music from 
the streets of Naples, where he lives. People here often sing 
in the street. It can happen at any time and in any place.

Cartman (translated): My dear horse, if you climb  
this mountain, . . . I’ll buy you a new harness with bells.

Narrator: For Marcello, everyone on the street is a 
neighbor, and every street is a stage in his neighborhood  
in Naples.

Man singing (translated): I passed my note under 
the door. Get up, beautiful eyes, and take it! And I place it 
under your . . . door, and I placed it under your door. And  
I am pacing back and forth . . . and I am pacing back and  
forth . . . Come take it!

Marcello Collasurdi: OK, grazie.

Gorilla Toolmakers
Narrator: In some ways, gorillas look and act a lot like  
us. Now there is new evidence that gorillas may also  
think like us. 

These incredible photographs show something that some 
researchers thought was impossible: proof that wild gorillas 
can think through problems. And like humans,  
they can make and use tools to solve those problems. 

Wildlife Conservation Society scientists Emma Stokes and 
Thomas Breuer believe this discovery teaches us  
a lot about the mind of the great ape. 

Thomas Breuer first observed gorillas using tools. It was a 
fantastic discovery. The discovery happened here, in Mbeli 
Bai, in northern Congo. One morning Breuer saw
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